
President's Message
As I was preparing to write this message, I reread these letters from last
summer, fall and winter. As spring has arrived, I am pleased to say that the
momentum that's been created has continued and is in fact building. The Club
has increased its visibility both inside and outside of the engineering
community-reaching toward our goal to be "the coalescing element of the
Delaware Valley engineering community".Often as we read past predictions
and intentions, we are disappointed. Such is not the case for the Club. Even in
these tough times, we set out on a course and are steadily marching forward in
the directions that we set for ourselves.

I invite all of the membership and the engineering community to join us at our annual meeting on
April 22. We want to celebrate our successes, outline our challenges going forward and seek the
input and involvement of all of our membership. We've already had a meeting with some of our past
leadership to share our ideas and to get some advice for future efforts. Just a few weeks later, on
May 5, the Affiliate Affairs Committee will conduct the second Summit of Engineering Organizations.
We need full representation at this meeting as well. Our success is the result of the collaborative
efforts of our Board, Committees, Staff and many members who have become engaged and
involved. On behalf of all of us, I thank them all and ask you to join their ranks if you haven't already.

We are all part of a wonderful and valuable profession, please join the Club as we celebrate
engineering for all it has and will contribute.

I look forward to seeing you all during the next several months

Upcoming Events and Courses
Please mark your calendars now for the upcoming Engineers Club courses, events and meetings.

APRIL 22
5 PM ECP Order of the Engineer Induction Ceremony (all welcome)
6 PM Dinner (all welcome)
7PM ECP Annual Membership Meeting (ECP members only)
MAY 5
6PM ECP Affiliate Society Leadership Summit

COURSES

BASIC PROTECTIVE RELAY - (2 Day - $650  Starts Thursday 04/30/09 - Friday 05/01/09  9am to 4pm) - A
fundamental course on the application and testing of protective relays found in utility and industrial electric power
systems with emphasis on the requirements for the protection of electrical equipment and installations.

GROUNDING & BONDING - (1 day - $250 member $300 nonmember- Tuesday 05/12/09 9am-4pm). The
Electrical Grounding and Bonding one day seminar will explore the general requirement for grounding and
bonding electrical installations (NEC article 250) plus concepts, principles and theory associated with grounding
and bonding such as isolated grounds, floating grounds and ground loops.

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS BASICS - (2 Days - $650  Wednesday 05/06/09 & Thursday 05/07/09 - 8:00 am to 5:00
pm) - Detailed review of the NFPA standards for commercial and residential sprinklers, fire pumps, standpipes,
water supplies and underground

BASIC PIPING DESIGN - (1 week - $550 - Start Monday 04/20/09- Friday 04/24/09 - 8:30am-12:30pm) - Basic
theory and application of piping design found in boilers, air-conditioning systems, refineries, nuclear and fossil fuel
power plants, chemical processing, metallurgical industries and drainage systems.

HVAC FOR AUDITORS AND SUPERVISORS - (2 days -$650 - Tuesday 05/05/09 and Thursday 05/07/09 -
9am-4pm).Covers building cooling codes, heat gain evaluation and orientation, overview of cooling and air
conditioning systems design, and orientation to equipment selection. Successful completion of Engineers' Club
Heating & Ventilation Course or a background in heating and ventilation is a prerequisite.

For more information and to register, please visit our website www.engrclub.org or call the Engineers Club office
@ (215) 985-5701

http://www.engrclub.org


Spotlight on Engineers' Club Corporate Member 
ADCON'S ENGINEERING & DESIGN NEWS
Adcon Consultants, Inc. is a full service (civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical) engineering
design and construction support company. We provide services by highly skilled and experienced
licensed engineers, architects, designers, inspectors, estimators, and project managers. Our staff has
a diversified background which is one of the strengths we have brought to projects all over the United
States. We are also MBE certified, Federal, State, and Local.

Adcon pays special attention to identifying the needs of each client and ensuring that they are
incorporated into the projects by the use of proactive communication. We also strive to uphold the
highest community standards of honesty, integrity, and professionalism. Adcon undertakes projects
as a prime, as a member of a joint venture, or as a team member. We are committed to successfully
reaching common business goals on projects with either short or long term bases. Our basic
philosophy is quite simple: Commitment to Quality.

Some of Adcon's clients include the Philadelphia Water Department, Philadelphia Department of
Public Property, U.S. National Park Service, Philadelphia Housing Development Corporation, School
District of Philadelphia, Philadelphia Housing Authority, Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority,
Jacksonville Transportation Authority, and Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. Our most
recent projects include The Philadelphia Water Department Linden Avenue Pumping Station, and
Belmont Avenue Water Treatment Plant.

Adcon is currently performing Civil/Site Engineering and design services for the President's House
Memorial Project, located in Philadelphia. We were awarded the project by Kelly/Maiello Architects on
behalf of the City of Philadelphia and the National Park Service to commemorate the site of the
executive mansion where Presidents George Washington and John Adams lived, by constructing a
permanent open-air exhibit. From 1790 to 1800 Philadelphia was our nation's capitol city. The
President's House at that time stood one block north of Independence Hall on Market Street in
Philadelphia. It was here that the first two presidents defined what it meant to be the Commander in
Chief of the United States. It is also documented that nine slaves lived in this house along with the
first president, George Washington. It was at this site that he signed the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793.
The story of the President's House is one of achievement and infamy, of the birth of a free nation and
indefensible slavery existing side by side, and we are excited to be a part of such a historic and
prestigious project.

Mr. Lawrence Dibor, President of Adcon Consultants, Inc., has
more than 30 years of experience in the building industry. Mr.
Dibor worked at architectural and enginerering firms in
Philadelphia such as Merrick Pearson Bachelor Architects and
Day and Zimmermann, Inc. He is experienced in architectural
and engineering design, community planning, construction
management, facilities planning and design, and project
management. In addition to his professional achievements Mr.
Dibor is very active in the professional organizations and the
community. He is a member of The Institute of British
Engineers, Conference of Minority Transportation Officials, the
National Organization of Architects, The Union Leage of
Philadelphia, and the Engineers Club of Philadelphia where he
is currently serving as a member of the Nominating Committee.
He served on the Board of Directors for the African American
Museum in Philadelphia, and served on the Finance/Campaign
Committee for Mayor Michael Nutter's campaign. Mr. Dibor was
also selected to be part of Mayor Nutter's transition team.
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Lawrence Dibor, President
ADCON Consultants, Inc.



2009 Engineer of the Year Speech (excerpts)
As I stand up here in the footsteps of the giants of engineering,
including my colleagues at Pennoni Associates and former Engineers
of the Year, Chuck Pennoni and Eric Flicker, I am truly humbled. I am
beginning to realize the great responsibility that goes with this award...

I'll never forget the first time, as a young engineer, I was invited to
attend the Engineers Week Proclamation Luncheon. I remember sitting
in this impressive room, watching the Engineer of the Year and
thinking how really cool it would be if that could someday be me. I
guess part of me really didn't think it would actually happen. Now that it
has, I am truly awed by the honor... If you visit Webster's dictionary
(which incidentally, you can do wirelessly online today, but we will
come to that later...) you will find the definition of reputation to be:
overall quality or character. If you really stop to think about it, it is not a
surprise that engineers would be thought of in terms of reputation...
Engineers are historically people of the highest character, and of
course this includes integrity and honesty. And that, in a nutshell, is
perhaps the greatest strength of our profession. It is this that allows us
to be advisors, teachers and problem solvers. We are more than
service providers...we are a profession that the public can look to for
help, particularly in times of crisis. As the Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year, my hope is to live up to the standards
that have been set by the prior recipients, and those engineers that are currently out there doing what we do best. It is
my goal to be the leader and advocate of our profession in the Delaware Valley during the coming year.

Although the economy is reeling right now, and there is a lot of uncertainty in financial markets and in many
households, I must admit it's still an exciting time to be an engineer. For a Transportation Engineer like me who is
involved in the repair and upgrade of our nation's infrastructure, it is the most amazing time to be a civil engineer since
the construction of our interstate system. When is the last time that you heard mention of bridges and highways in a
President's inaugural address? And even if you are not involved in bridges and highways, the required improvements
to our nation's water and waste water systems and our energy grid will certainly be challenging as well. We've certainly
been tracking very closely the stimulus bill which looks like has cleared the house and senate conference. Although we
are not certain yet of the inner workings of the bill, one thing is certain....there is money in there for infrastructure. When
the time comes, and it may be very near, the engineering community will be ready, willing and able to meet the
challenges of implementing that plan and turning it into solutions that have far-reaching results.

It is important to remember that this stimulus package is not the magic wand that will all of a sudden permit us to repair
all of our nation's roads and bridges once and for all. It's a good start, but it's not enough. ASCE recently published their
Infrastructure Report Card. The overall grade for infrastructure in 2009 came in at a D. As a point of reference, in 2001
the grade from ASCE was D+. In 2005 the grade was D. The price estimated in 2005 for bringing that grade up was
$1.6 Trillion over 5 years. Today, the total investment that ASCE estimates is required for the repair of our nation's
infrastructure is nearly $2.2 Trillion dollars over 5 years - an increase of more than a half a trillion dollars. The stimulus
package carries somewhere around $150 billion or so in public works projects for transportation, energy and
technology. How much of that will be spent on repair of roads and bridges is yet to be determined. But what we do
know for certain is that this is far less than the need identified by ASCE. Where are we going to come up with the
additional funds to continue to upgrade the infrastructure? ... Decisions that could involve unpopular items such as
raising the gas tax, or developing a roadway user tax, or even the tolling of Interstate 80. Political allies of infrastructure
reform such as Governor Rendell and Representative Markosek are going to need our help. You may ask how we in
the engineering community can do that. The answer is that we must be vocal and we must be active with our political
leaders. It's up to us to work with our legislators both at the state and federal levels to solve this infrastructure crisis.
They need to know that they have our support. We need to help explain the situation to the general public. It's not
going to be easy. There is a limited amount of money available and a lot of different needs.

In my nominating speech prior to the engineer of the year elections I said that I would serve as the face and voice of
the profession, to act as an Ambassador for the engineering community, to advocate for what we need, and to heighten
public awareness of the vital role that the engineer plays in our society. I intend to follow through with that promise. I
will spend this year working diligently on the public outreach that is crucial for the engineering profession.

As the Engineers Week literature has indicated, we are celebrating the 100 year anniversary of the invention of wireless
communication. No one in 1909 could have envisioned the advancement of technology to the point where now you can
carry one device that allows you to make phone calls, check email, check your schedule and even play music. How
incredible are engineers that we are able to turn the vision of wireless communication into the reality of a blackberry?
But that is exactly what engineers do....every day. This same technological advancement is happening in other areas. I
have personally seen it. Over the past year, I've had the privilege of working closely with civil engineering professors
from Drexel University. Some of them, Dr. Mullen and Dr. Moon are in the audience today. They are working right now
on research for infrastructure systems that will dramatically assist us in improving the way we evaluate and manage
our infrastructure assets. Through the use of state of the art sensing and monitoring equipment and techniques that are
right now being developed and implemented, we will be able to more accurately study and evaluate our bridges and
roadways, thus reducing the uncertainty premium surrounding our aging infrastructure. Together we have been
designing and implementing this technology in an unprecedented partnership of industry/academia and infrastructure
ownership. A while back I was asked to be part of a one day symposium sponsored by PennDOT that, for the first time,
addressed the need for a 100 year bridge and how we could get there. With the advent of industry/academia
partnerships like the one that I'm a part of with Drexel& the Bridge of the Future may just be that 100 year bridge. If it's
possible, engineers will find a way to make it a reality.


